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Biology Molecular (Biology-M) Subject Test Breakdown

AP Biology Course

68%

IB Biology (SL) Course

Strategy
Covered

Strategy
Gap

Content 
Covered

Strategy
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Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

Pacing

Guessing penalty

Deciding between Molecular and Ecological 
Emphasis

SAT-specific content on organismal biology 
(plants, fungi, specific animal phyla, etc.)

Vocabulary gaps in cell division and embryonic 
development     

•

•

•

•

•

Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

Pacing

Guessing penalty

Greater depth in all topics, especially those 
tested on Molecular Emphasis section

Lab design

•

•

•

•

BIOLOGY MOLECULAR

8% 2% 22%

Strategy
Gap

**For AP Biology students, the Biology Subject Test with Molecular Emphasis is usually the best option.
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BIOLOGY MOLECULAR

80%

IB Biology (HL) Course
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Strategy Gaps Content Gaps
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Guessing penalty

Greater depth in Ecology questions

Lab design
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