
52%

Literature Subject Test Breakdown

AP English Literature Course

AP English Language Course

30%

Content 
Covered

Content 
Covered

Content 
Gap

Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

Pacing

Guessing penalty

Strategies for more granular analysis of 
passages and questions

Greater depth in certain literary terms and 
techniques

Use of humor and satire in prose and drama

•

•

•

•

•

Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

All literary devices used in prose

All literary devices and approaches for analyzing 
poetry

Familiarity with vocabulary used within fiction 
and poetry 1400–1900

•

•

•

LITERATURE

30%

•

•

•

Strategy
Covered

40% 60%

Strategy Content

Strategy
Covered

8%

Content 
Gap

Annotation and reading strategies for literary 
passages

Pacing

Guessing penalty

28% 12%

20% 20%

Strategy
Gap

Strategy
Gap
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IB Language A: Literature (SL/HL) Course

Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

Greater depth in literary devices and approaches 
for analyzing poetry

Greater depth in Western-centric prose

Familiarity with vocabulary used within fiction 
and poetry 1400–1900

•

•

•

Answering multiple-choice questions

Pacing

Guessing penalty

•

•

•

IB Language A: Language and (SL/HL) Literature Course

Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

Greater depth in literary devices used in prose

Extensive work with literary devices and 
approaches for analyzing poetry

Greater depth in Western-centric prose

•

•

•

Answering multiple-choice questions

Pacing

Guessing penalty

•

•

•

IB Literature and Performance (SL) Course

Content 
Covered

Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

All literary devices used in prose

All literary devices and approaches for analyzing 
poetry

Familiarity with vocabulary used within fiction 
and poetry 1400–1900

•

•

•

Answering multiple-choice questions

Pacing

Guessing penalty

•

•

•

Strategy
Gap

6% 54%

Content 
Gap

36%

Content 
Covered

Content 
Gap

24%

Strategy
Covered

4% 36%

Strategy
Gap

34%

Content 
Covered

Content 
Gap

26%

Strategy
Covered

4% 36%

Strategy
Gap

40%

**IB Language A: Literature and Performance students should only take the Subject Test if they have also taken 
an English Literature course at some point in high school.
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