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U.S. History Subject Test Breakdown

AP U.S. History Course

IB History (HL) Course with Depth Study in History of the Americas
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Covered
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Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

Answering fact-based, multiple-choice questions

Pacing

Guessing penalty

Historical minutiae: people, legislation, events, 
literary works, terminology, and court cases

Greater depth in certain periods: Industrial 
Revolution and Post-1968 America

Structures of government and the Constitution

•

•

•

•

•

•

Strategy Gaps Content Gaps

Answering multiple-choice questions: fact-based 
and source-based (quotes, cartoons, maps, 
graphs)

Pacing

Guessing penalty

All content 1400 - 1880

Greater depth and focus on U.S. 1880 - Present

Structures of government and t he Constitution

Supreme Court cases and decisions

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

U.S. HISTORY

**IB students should only take this Subject Test if they are in HL, their course focused on U.S.-centric topics in its 
Depth Study (History of the Americas), AND they have taken a U.S. History course at some point in high school.
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