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Paper SAT Digital SAT

Format
On-screen tools include 
a timer and annotator.

Dates
All students have 7 
opportunities to take 
the SAT each year.

Location
Use your own device 
or a school-issued 
laptop or tablet.

Calculator
Bring your own or use 
the one built into the 
digital testing app.

Length
The new SAT is an hour 
shorter with more 
time per question.

Sections
The test has been 
streamlined into 
two sections.

Difficulty
Section difficulty is 
based on how you do on 
the first set of questions.

Reading
Passages are shorter 
with one question each.

Total score
Each section is scored 
on an 800-point scale.

Score release
Digital testing = 
faster scoring.

Paper test booklet Digital testing app

7 in the U.S.
5 internationally

7 in the U.S.
7 internationally

Calculator permitted on 
one of two math sections

Calculator permitted on all 
math problems

School or test center

Most scores available in 1.5-
3 weeks

Most scores available in 
under 1 week

4 sections à

Total score out of 1600

10-11 questions per 
passage (some are paired) 

Non-adaptive test Adaptive test (by section)

3 hours

? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ?

1 question per passage 
(no paired questions)?

1 Reading
1 Writing
2 Math

2 hours

2 sections à 1 Reading & Writing
1 Math

Total score out of 1600

School or test center
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